
Finding Aid for KBOO Community Radio news and public affairs audio collection,
1947-2013 

OVERVIEW OF THE COLLECTION:

Origination/Creator:   KBOO Foundation
Title of Collection:    KBOO Community Radio news and public affairs audio collection
Date of Collection:    1947-2013
Bulk Dates:                approx. 1966-2013
Accession Number:    KBOO-A001
Size:      approx. 322 linear feet
Format:                         analog audio: 5”, 7” and 10” open reel tape

Optical disc: CD, CD-R, CD-RW, DVD, DVD-R, DVD-RW
Minidisc
Audio cassette 
Digital Audio Tape (DAT)
Text documents

Collection Extent:    3,377 open reel tapes (1947-2008)
1,500 audio cassettes (1948-2008)
125 digital audio tapes (DAT) (1969-2004)
250 minidiscs (1999-2013)
2,433 CDs (1970-2013)

Language:                The material is in English

Repository:    KBOO Communality Radio, http://kboo.fm
20 SE 8th Avenue Portland, OR 97214

Abstract: KBOO Community Radio news and public affairs audio collection 
contain the recordings and programming broadcast on-air from 1963-
2013. The bulk of the collection was produced by the KBOO 
Community Radio’s staff and volunteers. The collection also includes 
recordings from other entities such as NFCB, KRAB, Pacifica Radio, 
Alternative Radio, and WRFG. 

RIGHT AND RESTRICTIONS:

Access Restrictions:     Collection is open for research. 

Access Statement: KBOO is in the process of cataloging and digitizing KBOO-produced 
analog audio records to provide search and discovery of its holdings to 
the general public. All metadata is available as public domain and 



current records may be requested. KBOO-created news and public 
affairs program recordings are shared as CC-BY-NC 4.0: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/. Some items include 
additional rights and restrictions. 

Usage Statement: KBOO-created news and public affairs program recordings are shared as
CC-BY-NC 4.0: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/. Any 
other uses will be reviewed on a case by case basis and include 
consideration for any special procedures related to regulations or limits 
to reproduction, publication, or quotation of the materials.

Cite as:  [item], KBOO Community Radio, Portland, Oregon.

Copyright:                 This audio is property of The KBOO Foundation and may include 
additional rights holders. It may be used for educational, scholarly, or 
private, personal use with attribution ‘From KBOO Community Radio, 
Portland'. Any other use, such as commercial publication or multiple 
reproductions, requires written permission from The KBOO Foundation.

Finding Aid Prepared by:    Melissa Rupp

ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY NOTE:

In 1964, a group of Portlanders named Portland Listener Supported Radio connected with 
Lorenzo Milam for help organizing a new radio station. Milam, a former KPFA volunteer, agreed
to help and after a series of meetings, Portland Listener Supported Radio applied for a license for
a Portland radio station. Milam is also credited with helping other community radio stations 
around the country in a mini-network that was sometimes referred to as the "KRAB nebula". 
Milam, along with David Calhoun and Gray Haertig from KRAB in Seattle, helped KBOO 
organize their station. KBOO Community Radio was on the air in June of 1968 with a repeater 
signal from KRAB. The non-profit KBOO Foundation was founded in 1972 to independently 
support the KBOO station. Today KBOO has nearly 70,000 listeners, and over 6000 subscribing 
members. The station's goals are to make radio and information resources more accessible to the 
community and to provide free training to volunteers who keep KBOO on the air.

Collection Note: 

A great percentage of the analog archive materials were recorded from broadcast onto different 
physical formats by AM News and Public Affairs Director Kathleen Stephenson, who worked at 
KBOO from 1987 to 2013. 

SCOPE AND CONTENT:

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


The records of the KBOO Community Radio news and public affairs audio collection consist of 
radio show broadcast recordings of on-air radio shows, special edited programs created as 
membership gifts, and raw footage recordings from live events. Other recordings include 
holdings distributed through the National Federation of Community Broadcasters and produced 
by other entities such as Pacifica Radio, Alternative Radio, and WRFG.

The collection covers a wide range of broadcast materials including live coverage of news and 
public affairs, musical and theater performances, and lectures. KBOO’s tapes are a vital part of 
Portland’s and Oregon’s cultural and political history. KBOO has been at the heart of the action 
of much of Portland’s cultural and political life for almost 5 decades. The KBOO tape archives 
include exclusive interviews with Oregonians Bob Packwood, Ken Kesey, William Stafford, Gus
Van Sant, Ursula Le Guin and Portlander Ben Linder who was murdered by Contras while 
volunteering in Nicaragua. There are also interviews with national figures like Allen Ginsberg, 
Native American poet and filmmaker Sherman Alexie, Edward Abbey, Cesar Chavez, Annie 
Liebovitz, George McGovern, Ramsey Clark, Amory Lovins and hundreds of others. In addition 
there are live recorded programs documenting marches, demonstrations, community meetings 
and other events that give ‘you are there’ discussions with participants and reportage from behind
the scenes. Special programs on KBOO history are also represented.

An inventory is available at http://kboo.fm/blog/55791

INDEXING TERMS:

Organizations: 

KBOO Community Radio

KRAB nebula

Pacifica Radio

Topics: 

Agee, Philip

Alternative radio broadcasting

Andresen, Glen (local authority)

Barsamian, David

Benjamin, Medea, 1952-

Bennis, Phyllis, 1951-

Bush, George W. (George Walker), 1946-

http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/no95049848
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n88154470
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n84123715
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n92053436
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/subjects/sh96011150
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n81112432
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n91021382
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n87837483
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/no2012088991
http://kboo.fm/blog/55791


Caldicott, Helen

Chomsky, Noam

Churchill, Ward

Cockburn, Alexander

Community affairs radio programs

Davis, Angela Y. (Angela Yvonne), 1944-

Educational radio programs

Ehrenreich, Barbara

Estés, Clarissa Pinkola

Ethnic radio programs

Ginsberg, Allen, 1926-1997

Gregory, Dick (Gregory, Richard Claxton)

Hedges, Chris

Hightower, Jim, 1943-

Ivins, Molly

Kesey, Ken

Korten, David C.

LaDuke, Winona

Literary readings (Radio programs)

Lyman, Howard F.

Marable, Manning, 1950-2011

Milam, Lorenzo W. 

Nader, Ralph

Palast, Gregory

Parenti, Michael, 1933-

http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n50050303
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n88606737
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n80067178
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n83131833
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79067618
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n97121966
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/genreForms/gf2011026367
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/no90005755
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79061282
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n50044585
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n91031434
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n50033733
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n2002153458
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n50030085
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79109040
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/genreForms/gf2011026230
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n92036825
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n50030509
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/genreForms/gf2011026220
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n50035485
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/genreForms/gf2011026153
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n50032237
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n84005363
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79104267
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79085599


Radio comedies

Radio debates

Radio field reports

Radio press conferences

Radio talk shows

Religious radio programs

Roy, Arundhati, 1946-

Ruppert, Michael C.

Schlosser, Eric

Shiva, Vandana

Solomon, Norman, 1951-

Special events radio coverage

Stockwell, John, 1937-

Trudell, John

Vox pop radio programs

West, Cornel

Willson, S. Brian, 1941-

X, Malcolm, 1925-1965

Zinn, Howard, 1922-2010

ARRANGEMENT:

 Open Reel Tapes, 1947-2008 
 Audio Cassettes, 1948-2008
 Digital Audio Tapes (DAT), 1969-2004
 Minidiscs, 1999-2013
 CDs, 1970-2013

http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79059761
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79148296
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/no2009035258
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n82065739
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/genreForms/gf2011026727
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n93053700
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n78034730
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/genreForms/gf2011026596
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n81120311
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n87148240
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n00008689
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/no2004109104
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n85338199
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/genreForms/gf2011026527
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/genreForms/gf2011026518
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/genreForms/gf2011026504
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/genreForms/gf2011026496
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/genreForms/gf2011026494
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/genreForms/gf2011026490

